[Ultrastructural study of the thymus in patients with myasthenia gravis].
The ultrastructure of the thymus gland from ten patients with myasthenia gravis was studied and compared with that from three normal subjects. Thymic substance in myasthenia gravis showed inflammatory reaction characterized by presence of neutrophils and macrophages, plasma cell infiltration, epithelial reticular cell hyperplasia, and new germinal center formation. In contrast lymphoblasts and plasma cells were not present and there was no new germinal center formation in the thymus of normal subjects. It is suggested that humoral immunity plays an important role in the pathogenesis of myasthenia gravis. The function of the myoid cells and the significance of the secretory granules in epithelial cells could only be defined by ultrastructural study.